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Q. 428 Civil Nuclear Co-operation With USA 
  23/02/2006   

RAJYA SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 428 

TO BE UNSWERED ON 23.02.2006 
428. SHRI DARA SINGH: 
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: a) whether Government's attention has been drawn to the reported statement of US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice that India has made "some difficult choices to secure approval of the civil-nuclear co-operation and move forward" and by adding without elaborating that "some steps would have to be taken to satisfy the concerns of the US Congress"; b) if so, Government's reaction thereto; and c) whether Government propose to obtain consensus on this issue by full discussion in Parliament during current session? 

ANSWER THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (ANAND SHARMA) 
a) Government has seen the remarks made by US Secretary of State Dr. Condoleezza Rice. 

b) Government is cognizant of the fact that US Government would require approval of the US Congress to amend its laws suitably to enable full civil nuclear energy cooperation with India. Hearings on this issue have been held in the US Congress, where US Government officials have made their presentations. US Government has explained the rationale behind the understanding on cooperation in civil nuclear energy with India, including its importance for strategic partnership with India. Government is confident that US Government would continue to address the concerns of the US Congress. 

c) The Government is committed to take the Parliament in confidence, as was reflected in Prime Minister's suo moto statement in Parliament on 29 July 2005. The debate that followed in both the Houses of Parliament provided an occasion to discuss and clarify the issues involved in the civil nuclear understanding. The Government remains committed to keep the Parliament informed. Prime Minister in his Press Conference on 1 February 2006 has stressed on the need for national consensus on this issue.
